December 15, 2005

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Nebraska?

There was no objection.

Mr. OSBORNE. Madam Speaker, the
Iraqis voted today, and it is estimated
that approximately 10 million of 15 eli-
gible voters did vote. Women voted in
record numbers. The Sunnis partici-
pated in large numbers for the first
time. The vote completes the political
process in Iraq.

Last January, they elected an assem-
bly to draft a constitution. In August,
the constitution was completed. In Oc-
tober, the constitution was approved
by a large margin, about 70 percent of
the voters. Now a new government is
elected, and this was all done today
with relatively little violence as the
Iraqis went to the polls.

There is some other news that I
think is positive as well: School at-
tendance in Iraq is up by as much as 80
percent; 774 schools have been built or
renovated; 36,000 teachers have been
trained; and 142 health care facilities
have been built or are under construc-
tion. Nearly all young Iraqis have been
vaccinated for the first time. Satellite
dishes, newspapers, TV stations and
small businesses are developing and
springing up, and 211,000 Iraqi troops
have been trained and equipped.

Still, there are many who say that
there is no progress in Iraq, and I
would like to reflect on some com-
ments from a young soldier from Ne-
braska that I met in a recent trip to
the Middle East who said this. He said
it is important that we finish the job
there and not pull out prematurely be-
cause, if we do leave early, three things
will happen.

Number one, thousands of Iraqgis will
die, and we have promised them we
would not abandon them, and so we
will break a promise.

Secondly, we will encourage more
terrorism worldwide and in the U.S. as
well. It would inform the terrorists
that terrorism does work.

And lastly, 2,000-plus soldiers would
have died in vain. I think this is an im-
portant point to consider. As I have
talked to parents of soldiers who have
died, this is something that they do
not want to have happen. There was a
letter distributed today by Congress-
man JEFF MILLER from Bud Clay, and
it was written to President Bush upon
the death of his son, Staff Sergeant
Daniel Clay in Iraq. This is what Mr.
Clay wrote to President Bush, and I
quote, he said, ‘“We and many others
are praying for you to see this through.
As Lincoln said, ‘that these might not
have died in vain.””’

Included in the letter from Mr. Clay
was a letter from his son, and this let-
ter was written if he should happen to
be killed in combat, and it was written
to his family.
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And this is what Daniel Clay said. He
said, what we have done in Iraq is
worth any sacrifice. Why? Because it
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was our duty. That sounds simple, but
all of us have a duty. Duty is defined as
a God-given task. Without duty, life is
worthless. It holds no type of fulfill-
ment. The simple fact that our bodies
are built for work has to lead us to the
conclusion that God who made us put
us together to do His work. And then
he goes on, finally he says, I know
what honor is. It is not a word to be
thrown around. It has been an honor to
protect and serve all of you, meaning
his family. I faced death with the se-
cure knowledge that you would not
have to. This is as close to Christ-like-
ness as I can be. That emulation is
where all honor lives. I thank you for
making it worthwhile.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs.
ScHMIDT). Under a previous order of the
House, the gentleman from Mississippi
(Mr. TAYLOR) is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

(Mr. TAYLOR of Mississippi ad-
dressed the House. His remarks will ap-
pear hereafter in the Extension of Re-
marks.)

———

SAVING FOR A RAINY DAY

Mr. SCHIFF. Madam Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent to speak out of
turn.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. SCHIFF) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. SCHIFF. Madam Speaker, the
poet Longfellow once wrote: ‘“Thy fate
is the common fate of all; into each life
some rain must fall.”” How true this is.

We know that calamities will come
to our Nation. We know that terrorists
are trying to attack us again and that
Osama bin Laden wants to strike us
with weapons of mass destruction. We
know that in years to come hurricanes,
earthquakes, tornadoes, and other nat-
ural disasters will devastate our
shores, our towns, our homes, and most
terrible, our very lives.

We must prepare, not only with a
strong military and good infrastruc-
ture but also with a reserve of funds to
cushion the impact to our economy and
to meet the needs of the victims. Part
of being prepared is doing what many
families know as saving for a rainy
day.

America has seen both prosperity and
depressions, periods of unbridled
growth and periods of stubborn stagna-
tion. We have seen strong budget sur-
pluses and huge budget deficits.

While any economy has periodic cy-
cles of expansion and contraction, we
know that fiscally irresponsible poli-
cies of an administration or a Congress
can abbreviate an upturn or prolong a
downturn.

Today, a lack of revenue, uncon-
trolled spending and faulty planning
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have put our national debt so high that
putting our fiscal house in order seems
out of reach. I am here to tell you that
it is not out of reach. It will take time,
but it is possible and it must be done.

The Blue Dog Coalition has put to-
gether a comprehensive 12-point plan
to make needed reforms to our budget
process, and one of these critical re-
forms is the creation of a rainy-day
fund to set aside money for good times
to pay for disasters, which we know
will eventually come.

Madam Speaker, as you know, unlike
the Federal Government, States must
balance their budgets each year. In
tough times States must raise revenue
or cut spending. And generally, they
cannot put these decisions off for an-
other year or another generation. But
many States have been resourceful.
Forty-five of them, including my own
home State of California, have created
their own rainy-day funds. These funds
are still small, too small and the
States are in poor fiscal health. But
they have begun the process of plan-
ning for their own rainy days.

According to the Center on Budget
and Policy Priorities, since 2001, States
have used around $30 billion from their
rainy-day funds and general fund bal-
ances to help offset more than $250 bil-
lion in deficits.

Even during these weak economic
times, States must continue to main-
tain and grow the viability of their
rainy-day funds. In California we un-
derstand only too well that an earth-
quake, wildfire, or other calamity can
strike our State without notice; and
these funds will be crucial to helping
Californians deal with the crisis.

The Federal Government must also
be prepared for the Nation’s next crisis;
but, sadly, we are not. Even today, this
Congress struggles with the unprece-
dented task of rebuilding the gulf coast
after the worst natural disaster in our
Nation’s history.

Because the Federal Government
failed to make the proper investment
into the levees protecting New Orleans,
one of our prized cities now lies in
ruins. If we had had the foresight to es-
tablish a national rainy-day fund prior
to Katrina, immediate fiscal decisions
of this Congress could have been so
much less painful, the cuts so much
less devastating, and we would not
have to go so far deeper into debt to
come to the aid of our fellow citizens.

Imagine also that if Congress prop-
erly invested each year into the rainy-
day fund, the interest from this fund
could be used to make needed infra-
structure improvements, the same type
of improvements that could have saved
the city of New Orleans from such dev-
astating flooding.

Congress has so far provided more
than $62 billion in emergency funds to
respond to Hurricane Katrina, but we
know that so much more will be need-
ed. So much more was spent after Sep-
tember 11 and still our Nation’s needs
are not met.
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